Antibodies with affinity for epithelial tissue in chronic dermatophytosis.
Antibodies to dermatophytes which also had affinity for intercellular material of epithelial tissue, were detected in sera from 80% of patients with chronic dermatophytosis using an indirect fluorescent antibody test. The class of immunoglobulins reactive with both the dermatophyte and the epithelial tissue was identified as IgM. IgM antibodies with affinity for arthrospores of Trichophyton mentagrophytes and intercellular substance of epithelial tissue could be removed from sera with mycelium of Trichophyton rubrum.